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A0 (U) On February 1, 1943, the Army Signal Security Agency at Arlington
\/ % Hall Station began its effort to study and exploit a particular set of
I..# % Russian messages, thought at the time to be diplomatic
communications. At that time, Arlington Hall's cryptanalysis effort was
divided into two sections, headed respectively by Major Solomon Kullback and
Major Frank Rowlett. The Russian diplomatic problem initially was assigned to

Kullback’s organization.

(U) The two-person team first assigned to this project began by imposing some
sort of order on a large amount of back traffic dating mostly to 1940, with a few
1939 messages. More people, including several women who were former
schoolteachers, were brought on board to join the Russian diplomatic problem in
the summer and early fall of 1943.

(U) In the fall of 1943, the
cryptanalysis effort reorganized:
Kullback’s section now was focused on
Japanese army communications, and
Rowlett's covered everything else. By
this time, the team understood that
the Russian diplomatic
communications involved an
enciphered codebook. The
encipherment layer over the code was
presumed to be a secure one-time

(A-31)-(4)-(5-3- 46)

(U) Genevieve Grotjan Feinstein after receiving her Exoephonal Civilian Service
Award. Major General Chamberlain, Army Director of Intelligence (G-2), is on

p EI d Syste m . the left and Colonel Hayes, Chief, Army Security Agency, is on the right, Presumably

the others are Genevieve's family members. (Center for Cryptologic

History photograph collection)

(U) Not all was as it seemed. The
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annually. And in 2006, when Genevieve died, a $1 million legacy from her estate
started the Ellis F. Feinstein Endowed Scholarship, in memory of their son, for
GMU students with financial need.

(U) Genevieve Grotjan Feinstein was inducted into the NSA/CSS Cryptologic Hall of
Honor in 2010. In her eight-year career of government service, her pivotal
cryptanalytic insights directly contributed to U.S. national security, both during
World War Il and in the threatening atmosphere of the early Cold War. As a
technical leader, she mentored other cryptanalysts, showing through her personal
example the rewards of persistence and hard work, the joy of creative discovery,
and the power of collaborative teamwork.

(U) The author of this article is
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(U//F6H6) Sources for today’s article:

« History of the Signal Security Agency: The General nypmnaM{c Problems (vol 2),
1946, 244-245, NSA Archives, Ref ID A2141776, Doc ID 6554247 (redacted)

« Benson and Phillips, History of VENONA, vol. 1‘(.NSA), 8, 13, 18, 24-28, 38-41, NSA
Archives, Ref ID A2141776, Doc ID 4322341.(fedacted)

» “An American Hero,” At Buffalo, Spring 2078. See this article on the external Internet
for more detail on Genevieve’s early Iife’bnd her years after leaving government
service (http://www.buffalo.edu/atbyffalo/past-issues/spring-2018.htmi)

» George Mason University web pag.e§ (accessed in 2018) referenced the two Feinstein
scholarships

» Mason Experimental Geomet:]} Lab’s external web page (accessed in January 2018)
lists recent winners of the Genevieve G. Feinstein Award in Cryptography (through
2018). See http://meglab‘vi/fkidot. com (external Internet)

(U) Discuss historical topics with interesting folks on the Center for Cryptologic History's
blog: “go History Rocks!”

(U) Have a question or comment on History Today? Contact us at: DL cch or

(U//FE0) While the new CCH website on NSANet is being built, you can find all CCH
publications on the CCH Intellipedia page on Intelink.
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